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music. He was the author of A collection of Words of
2,270 Anthems and other musical works. He was virtually
the founder of the Manchester Vocal Society, and for many
years arranged the musical services in St. Peter's Church,
Mosley Street, Manchester. He made the organ the finest
in the city, and large attendances were attracted to the
gloomy church by the beautiful music. He wrote the
music criticisms for the Manchester Courier for over twenty
years, and his connection with that paper provided an
incident of importance to science, as will be related presently.
In the 1890*3 it is reported that he had an "old-world
flavour in his speech." He was Conservative, but not very
keen on party, and an enthusiastic antiquary.
In 1838 Joule turned one of the rooms in his father's
house into a laboratory, and started unconsciously the
researches that ended in his great discoveries. His first
short paper was published in the same year, when he was
nineteen years of age. He became acquainted with the
scientists who met in the Manchester Literary and Philo-
sophical Society, and often called on Dalton and stayed to
tea. In 1839 he received private lessons in chemistry from
John Davies, and by 1842, Davies, Ransome and Sturgeon,
the inventor of the electro-magnet, were being entertained
to dinner at Broom Hill.
The father of Joule, like the father of Clerk Maxwell,
deserves much credit for his provision of conditions in
which the talents of his son could unfold.
Lyon Playfair, the chemist and politician, was professor
of chemistry in the Royal Institution of Manchester from
1842-45 and published papers in collaboration with Joule.
In a recollection of this period he wrote that Dalton, who
died in 1844, "naturally gave impulse to the study of science
in the town, where there was an active band of young workers
in research. Joule was even then the foremost."
Liebig and Bunsen visited Playfair in 1845 and he intro-
duced them to Joule, who, he writes, "was a man of
singular simplicity and earnestness. We used to meet at
each other's houses and supper to help the progress of
research,"